
              
The Keystone Chronicle

Cheyenne Chapter GPAA
P.O Box 234

Cheyenne, WY 82003
www.cheyenneGPAA.com

CLUB OFFICERS
President: Ken Siders                       Vice President: Darryl Adams
Treasurer:  Don Ashley          Secretary:  Don Wegner 
Board Members: Peter Somontes, George Stumpf
Newsletter:  Peter Somontes           Claims Director:  Lyle Shingleton             
psomontes@Yahoo.com            307-742-5038
Ast. Claims Director: Larry Duvall         Prizes/Raffles: Bob Bruce & John    

                                  Eggleston                                                               
Activity Chairman: Bear Gibson       Store: George & Peggy Stumpf

February Minutes
  
   Ken Siders called the meeting to order at 7:08 
pm. All club officers and Board members were 
present except Don Ashley, who is out of town. 
There were a total of 35 in attendance. The 
January meeting minutes were approved and 
Treasurer's Report given ($4,449.00 in club 
account). Visitors/Guests were introduced and 
welcomed.
   We are $850.00 away from the break-even 
point on the raffle tickets for the Gem & 
Mineral Show. If you can help out with selling 
some tickets, please see Don Ashley. The Gem 
& Mineral Show will be May 15-16.
   Ken has been discussing the demos that were 
held at last year’s outing with a lot of the 
members, and asking if we should do it again 
this year. The general consensus is that we 
should hold the demos every other year. There 
are always plenty of folks around with lots of 
different equipment, and if someone wants to 
learn about something, there’s always someone 
around to help them out. So at this years outing 
we will not be holding formal demos.
   One of our members, Carl Filter, was 
hospitalized with some heart problems. He is 
now in rehab and doing better. A get-well card 
was passed around and a donation was taken up 
for him, we collected $59.25. We hope to see 
Carl back at the meetings real soon!
   Darryl Adams contacted a gentleman who 
was advertising claims for sale on Douglas 
Creek. Some of the members know this 
gentleman, and some discussion about those 
claims was done. Some other members brought 
up some other possible claims for sale, and 
while no decisions were made to pursue any of 
these, it was food for thought and further 
investigation. 
   There being no further business to discuss, 
the business meeting was adjourned.

UPCOMING EVENTS

Club Meeting: 2 Mar 2010, 
The Cloud 9, 7 pm.

Club Meeting: 6 Apr 2010, 
The Cloud 9, 7 pm.

May 15-16 – Cheyenne Gem & 
Mineral Club’s Gem Show

June 12 – Kid’s Day at the Old 
West Museum

July 10-11 Cheyenne GPAA’s 
Annual Outing,  Douglas Creek

October 23 – Ghost of the 
West at the Old West Museum

February 26, 2010

Websites of Interest

BLM online mining claims:
geocommunicator.gov

U.S. Forest Service, Medicine 
Bow: fs.fed.us/r2/mbr

Denver Museum of Nature & 
Science: dmns.org

Wyoming State Geological 
Survey: wsgs.uwyo.edu

Legends of America:
legendsofamerica.com

Wyoming Tails & Trails:
wyomingtalesandtrails.com

Public Lands for the People:
www.plp2.org

Carl Filter Custom Knives

See Carl for the best blade you will ever own.
High Quality-Reasonable Price

Hold an edge
Choice of blades and handles

3 Jefferson Rd., Wheatland ,WY 82201
(307) 331-1700

Easy Pinapple-Apricot Chicken
10 chicken thighs; well trimmed
3/4 cup french dressing
3/4 cup pineapple-apricot preserves
1 1oz. package onion soup mix

Arrange chicken in a 12" Dutch oven. In 
a medium size bowl combine preserves, 
french dressing, and soup mix. Stir to 
mix.
Pour pineapple-apricot mixture over 
chicken then cover and bake using 10-12 
briquettes bottom and 14-16 top for 60-
75 minutes.
Serve over rice. Serves: 6-8
                                               

                                        
Old West Sourdough Biscuits
2 cups flour 
3 teaspoons baking powder 
1 teaspoon salt 
1/4 cup shortening 
1 cup sourdough starter 
1/3 cup milk
Combine dry ingredients in bowl; mix. 
Cut in shortening until it looks like 
coarse meal. Add sourdough starter to 
milk. Stir with fork until moist. Do not 
over-stir. 
Turn dough out on lightly floured board, 
then gently pat into a 10-inch circle.
 Cut; place on ungreased cookie sheet 
and bake at 450 degrees F. for 12 
minutes.
(A clean empty 14 oz. soup can with the 
ends cut off makes a good biscuit cutter. 
Push down , do not twist for each 
biscuit.) 



  

     PROSPECTORS CACHE
**************************************
Felix Paydirt Gourmet Gold.  2 LB bag of 
Felix Paydirt $70 ea.  
Contact John Eggleston at 635-0229
**************************************
  Wanted:1 1/2" Proline High banker/Dredge
combo. FOR SALE: 852 Sluice:$60.
Call Dallas Lake at 307-421-4507.
**************************************
For Sale: Whites MXT Metal Detector;
Whites DD Gold Coil/MXT; Whites 12011 
Pinpoint; Whites Headphones E Series.
New in Box. Paid over $1000, Sell all for $850
Lou Lopez 778-8434
**************************************
Visit Yesterdays on Foxfarm Rd.
**************************************
Nome Gold! Marvin & Mel Terry at
www.oldgoldme@Charter.net 
1-877-666-3465
**************************************
For Sale: Carlisle ATV tires. Near new 
condition, Fronts 25x8x12; Rears 25x11x12
$300.00
Jim and Shirley Motto  638-7929
**************************************
For Sale: 4" Keen Dredge. Triple Sluice. No
Hooka. Asking $1600.
Gary Shinneman 307-631-0433
*************************************
To have your ad placed here Email Peter 
Somontes at psomontes@Yahoo.com or
see me at the meeting. Your ad will also be on
 the Chapter website.    
                                                                   

 Raffle Winners
2.46 gram nugget – Florence Frantz
.5 gram nugget – John Eggleston
.3 gram nugget – Rich Richardson
Bungie Cord set - Dennis Renison
Carabiner – Cort Schaible
64.98 gram copper nugget – Bear 
Gibson
Pocket Knife – Pete Somontes
Multi-Tool – John Eggleston
1oz Silver – George Stumpf
Nome Gold concentrates bag – Ken 
Parker

50/50 Drawing:
$55.00 – Justyn Knutson

Doorprize Drawing:
Small vial of Gold – Dave Bray

CLUB STORE
Classifiers #20 $23.00
Classifiers #4  $23.00
Classifiers #1/2 $10.00
1 1/2" gem jars w/tray $10.00
1 1/4" gem jars w/tray $10.00
1 3/4" gem jars w/tray $10.00
1 1/4" gem jars $  0.75
1 oz plastic vials $  0.50
1 oz glass vials $  0.40
1/2 oz plastic vials $  0.50
1/2 oz glass vials $  0.40
Colorado Gold Concentrates $  7.00
Gold & Quartz Concentrates $11.00
Mesh Baseball Caps $  7.50
Clay Gone $10.00
Coffee Mug $  5.00
Crevice Tool $10.00
Small Funnel $  1.00
Gold Concentrates $10.00
Chuck's Gold Trapper $75.00
GPAA Donkey $10.00
Magnets $11.00
Tom & Perry Mini Sluice $20.00
14" Green Pans $10.00
Picks $  1.00
Scoops $  7.00
Single plastic loupe $  2.00
Snuffer Bottle $  3.00
Snuffer/vial/Tweezers $  8.00
Suction Tweezers $  0.25  
T-Shirt (adult) $12.00
T-Shirt (kids) $10.50
Tweezers $  5.00

Public Lands for the People, Inc.
PLP Legal Fund     Spring 2010 Raffle      June 17, 2010

 Prize            Donor             Value
 1. 160 ac AZ Mining Claim PLP                                   $ 7500.00
 2. 4" Ultra Mini 6.5 HP Honda Dredge
     w/Compressor   Keene              $3150.00
 3. 1 oz Placer Gold               Roger Plata                       $ 950.00
 4. Whites GMZ Metal Detector Jimmy Sierra, CA             $ 800.00
 5. Custom Gold Pendant       Natural Gold Jewelry       $ 400.00
 6. Deluxe Blue Bowl Kit      Pioneer Mining Supplies  $ 250.00
 7. 1 Yr. Membership Golden
    Caribou Mining Assn                                 Gordon Burton                  $ 225.00
 8. Gold Nugget Pendant      Scott Warner                     $ 200.00 
 9. 4.4 grs Alaska Placer        Ed Romine                        $ 160.00
 10. Badger Pick                    Apex Picks               $ 150.00
11. Crystaline Gold Tie Tac Scott Warner                     $ 100.00

 12. Hystware Mines & Minerals CD Arizona Outback               $ 100.00

TICKET INFORMATION:   $ 1.00 each ticket or a book of 12 tickets for $ 10.00
 CONTACT           Jim Lewis
                              655 E. La Loma Ave
                              Somis, CA      93066



(This is an interesting story that was posted to Yahoo's discussion page. Sometimes you can beat City hall. PS)

PLP Gets the Fee

by Walt Wegner, Vice President, Public Lands for the People
    Me, being as angry as everybody else regarding SB670 prohibition on suction dredge mining in the State of 
California, I wanted to take action immediately.  So on August 10th 2009 I wrote a letter to Donald Koch, 
Director of California Department of Fish & Game, certified return receipt requested as I do with all official 
correspondence,  stating that I purchased a dredge permit on May 12, 2009 in the amount of $47 and I 
included a copy of the application and the credit card receipt and stated that due to the subsequent 
legislation SB670 my permit is now null and void and demanded a refund of my $47 and if I don’t receive a 
response from your office in 14 days I will take legal action in small claims court to recover my permit fees, 
court costs and any other related expenses.  Having not received a response from the California Department 
of Fish & Game.  
    On October 8th I filed form SC-100 Plaintiff’s Claim and Order to Go to Small Claims Court listing myself as 
the plaintiff and Donald Koch, Director of Fish & Game in his official capacity as defendant claiming $47 for 
my suction dredge permit and $900 for a loss of gold due to my dredge season being cut short, figuring I had 
another week in my dredge season.  When I went in to file the small claims lawsuit, the clerk told me I could not 
file this in Van Nuys because the defendant was in Sacramento and I would have to file in Sacramento.  I 
responded, No, the Director of Fish & Game does business in all of California and I purchased the permit in Los 
Angeles County, so I was filing in Los Angeles County court.  At that same time, they told me I could not sue 
Donald Koch as an individual, that I could sue the Department.  I asked them to see the law stating this.  They 
were unable to provide me with the law, so they accepted and filed the lawsuit.  On October 10th, 2 days later, I 
finally received a response from the Department of Fish& Game, it was not from Donald Koch, but the letter 
read that they received my letter and that SB 670 did not authorize refunds and they were not going to refund my 
money.  My court date was set for December 14, 2009.  
    On October 30th, I received Form SC-105 Request for Court Order and Answer.  The person making the 
request was Bradley A Solomon, Deputy Attorney General for the State of California asking that the case be 
dismissed as the plaintiff’s had failed to plead exhaustion of his available administrative remedies, 
specifically plaintiff had failed to comply with the California Tort Claims Act.  They also stated that the 
legislation did not provide for a refund and there were procedural defects in the Complaint as I had marked 
that I am not suing a public entity.  They claim that Donald Koch in his official capacity is the same as a 
public entity.  I then responded to the Court with the paperwork provided me SC-105 stating that the 
defendant in this case is Donald Koch it is not the Attorney general of California and that this was not a tort 
claim, that I had paid for services that I did not receive and that I demand my day in court.  I sent that on 
11/5/2009.  
    On 12/11/09, Friday before my court date, I received a Minute Order and Clerk’s Notice of Ruling 
from the LA Superior Court informing me that Court was convened at 8:30 am on 12/9/2009 in Department 
108, Honorable Judge Gregg Marcus presiding, stating that the Court rules that my case had been dismissed 
without prejudice per court order giving no reason for dismissal and not allowing me to argue my case.  Being 
very suspicious of this I showed up for my original court date, Monday, December 14th, to find that my case 
was not on the docket.  I went to the clerk’s office and they confirmed that my case was dismissed in closed 
chambers without anyone appearing.  I asked the clerk’s office for the law that allows a judge to dismiss a case 
without me being heard.  She could not provide that.  I told them at this time that I felt my right to due process 
had been violated, that they needed to show me the law. 
     I then wrote a letter to Judge Marcus, who had dismissed my case, telling him the story from the beginning 
and stated that I was never notified that my case was to be heard in chambers or that the date had changed and 
that I believed at the very least my right to due process had been violated and at the worst there was a conspiracy 
to prevent my case from being heard.  I requested the judge to indicate the specific law which would allow a 
case to be dismissed in chambers without notification.  I again stated that my rights to due process had been 
violated.  I requested the specific law and reasoning that his dismissal was based upon.  I asked him to cite the 
specific law which stated that I could not sue Donald Koch as individual in this matter.  I also stated that if the 
case was dismissed due to a problem with the filing to state the law upon which his decision was based.  I 
requested a response within 30 days from the date of the letter and cc’d the letter to the original judge on the 
case, Fran Pavley my state senator and Brad Blumenfeld my state assemblyman. 
     Then on or around the 14th of January I received another Minute Order and Clerk’s Notice of Ruling telling 
me that once again court had convened again at 8:30 am in Department 108 without me being present with the 
motion granted was to vacate dismissal of 12/9/09 set for oral argument on defendant’s motion both side to be 
present on 2/3/2010 at 10:00 am in department 108, Van Nuys, California listing me as the plaintiff, Donald 
Koch Director of Department of Fish & Game and Bradley H Solomon Deputy Attorney General as defendants.  
Once again I wrote a letter to Gregg Marcus stating that I received the (continued next page)



(continued from previous page)  letter notifying me of my new court date stating again that I did not sue the 
Assistant Attorney General and could only assume that he was going to be there to defend Donald Koch.  I 
expressed my concern that as far as my knowledge goes, legal representation is not allowed in small claims 
court.  I stated again that my right of due process had already been violated when the court previously dismissed 
my case without me being present and I asked the court to deny the representation of the assistant attorney 
general to aid Mr. Koch and to see that I’m fairly heard on the issue between myself and Mr. Koch. 
    On February 3, 2010 I appeared in court.  Donald Koch was not present. Instead Terry Dickerson from the 
CADFG appeared in place of Donald Koch.  At the beginning of the hearing I stated to the judge that the 
defendant Donald Koch is not here and request that the judge rule in my favor due to the defendant not showing 
up. He did not respond to my request, I also requested the judge to ask Ms. Dickerson if she had a license to 
practice law.  At that time the judge stated that this was irrelevant and I replied to the judge saying your honor 
on Form SC100, information handed out by the court house, you may talk to a lawyer before or after the case, 
but you may not have one represent you in court unless this is an appeal from a small claims case.  The judge 
then asked T. Dickerson if she was an attorney.  She replied, no, she was a biologist.  The judge asked if I was 
satisfied, and I said yes.  However, I was not satisfied to continue with the proceeding because she cannot 
represent Donald Koch in small claims court.  The judge then asked me to plead my case, so I went through the 
order of events once again and I presented to the judge as evidence a letter from the CADFG stating Notice of 
Refund 2009-2010 Commercial Fishing Salmon Fees upon closure of the salmon fishing season.  The judge 
stated to me that salmon fishing and suction dredging are two separate things.  I stated, you’re right your honor, 
they are.  Me, as a mineral estate owner have been granted rights under federal law and salmon fishermen do not 
have the same rights as I do.  Therefore, I’m even more entitled to my permit fees and I stated to the judge that 
the State of California does not authorized mining, they only regulate, reasonably.  ha hah.  At that time, he 
asked the defendant if she had a sworn affidavit from Donald Koch giving her authority to represent him in 
court.  She stated, she did not.  He asked her if she had a copy of SB670 stating that dredge permit fees 
were not approved for refund.  She stated, she did not.  He asked her if she had studied the law and if she 
could cite any of it.  She responded, no.  The judge then asked me to produce records to prove my loss of 
revenue from the dredge season.  I did not provide the court with that record.  My bad, as they say these 
days.  Upon that he stated that he finds for the plaintiff in the amount of $47, case dismissed.  After leaving
the court room and speaking with Gerald Hobbs, pres of PLP, I realized that I should have asked for my 
court costs and any fees related to that from the judge, but in the heat of the moment, I forgot.  Once again, 
my bad.  Driving home from the courthouse, I thought to myself, WOW, I wonder what would happen if 50, 
100, 300 or maybe 3,000 miners who purchased dredge permits asserted their rights and followed the same 
path I followed.  Would the DFG then do what is right and refund permit fees?  Or would they spend more 
time and money defending multiple lawsuits in small claims court.  

Let me just say, that what one person can do, another person can do!


